Malachi 2:17-3:18

Don’t go through the motions but fear the LORD as He will come and judge in the end
Introduction
Illustration:  inventory – stocktake

When I was an auditor – one of the worst parts of the job was doing the annual stocktake or inventory
Get dirty and grimy and filthy crawling through warehouse or storeroom and checking serial numbers

I hated it and I know the companies hated it too

You need to do an annual stocktake – no way around it

But I needed to be done because the company and we as the auditors needed to know exactly where the company was in terms of its assets

Illustration: That point came to me when I phoned up a Christian bookshop in Singapore to buy a commentary on a book of the Bible
Man came on and checked his computer and said we should have 2 copies of it

Before you come let me check

After waiting about 5 minutes

Man said very sorry – supposed to have it but can’t find it anywhere

Thought they had it

Computer said it was there

But in reality book was not there

When you think about it

That can happen with our spiritual walk with Christ

We think that our relationship with God is a okay
· Coming to church

· Reading Bible

· Singing songs

· Praying

Look carefully 

Spiritual stocktake – nothing there

stop and have a spiritual inventory
something seriously missing

That is what we are doing today – spiritual stocktake

Anything there

I want you to do the dirty hard and grimy work spiritual stocktake and look in your heart = am I truly right with God

Background

as we have seen over the last few weeks – the book of Malachi was addressed to his people living a few generations after returning from the exile from Babylon

LCD – return from Exile in Babylon

As we saw they thought they were a ok

Everything was fine between them and God

After outwardly they were 
· Rebuilt the temple

· Doing the religious practices

· Worshipping God

1) Failing in their appreciation of the love of God – taking love of God for granted

2) Honor of God – not giving God his honor or respect or fearing him in their sacrifices or in the way the priests were teaching the people

3) Faithfulness to God – being faithless with one another by intermarrying with daughters and sons of foreign gods and divorcing one another

Today’s passage is a long passage compared to what we have looked at before

Might be a bit confused

Seems to have many different topics

Really passage can be divided into 2 main topics

· Topic of robbing God

· Topic of speaking harsh words against God

LCD
· 2:17 - 3:5 Topic of speaking wearied words against the LORD 

· 3:6 – 3:12 Topic of robbing God
· 3:13 – 3:18  Topic of speaking harsh things against the LORD 

That is where our spiritual stocktake is taking us

Start with the shorter section and middle section first

1) Robbing God

Read v6-9
Tithes and offerings background

What were tithes and offerings – tithes

Literally means – tenths

According to Numbers 18:21-23
Tenths like income tax on the rest of the tribes of Israel 

Today – pay taxes for public transport, parks, upkeep of roads – mrt and ecp and botanic gardens

In those days – just paid taxes for maintaining levites to mediate between God’s people and God

In order that the Levites could devote their time and effort full time to looking after the temple, sacrificing animals and teaching 

They were to be supported by a tax on the rest of the tribes of Israel 

Not just tithes used to support the Levites but also part of the offerings were meant to be given to the priests as part of their food allowance
Leviticus 7:32, 34
Yet this was not being done
What was happening then?

Most probably happening was the situation that took place just a few generations before

When they first came back from exile

Nehemiah 13:10-13 

Fits into the picture we see of God’s people from earlier on in Malachi

God’s people were cheating God of his sacrifices

Not giving perfect sacrifices

So Levites abandon service to temple to go and work in the fields or tradesmen support themselves and their family
Why?

Why not getting tithes and offerings?

Same situation why God’s people cheating God in sacrifices

Have a perfect goat or lamb or sheep – worth lots of money

Giving him the injured, blind, diseased animal – worth nothing or hardly anything – save lots of money 

God said - Cheating God

Save money – don’t pay my 10% or pay less than my 10%

Nobody likes to pay their taxes right

No different in those days

Robbing God 

Not giving what belongs to me

Not giving what belongs to my priests

 Not just a few people doing it

A few tax cheats

V9 the whole nation was doing it

Whole nation of tax cheats

Cheating on tithes and offerings = in the end not cheating government of Judah

All robbing God

Look at what God says in v10 onwards
Read 3v10-12
Bring the whole tithe – bring whole 10% into storehouse

· Letter for the Income Tax dept at Revenue house

· Pay up now

· Instead of you will be fined 50% and charged in court

Notice what God says

Test me – see what happens
Throw open floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing no room for it

If you do what is right

Do not rob me

Do not withhold your tithes and offerings

Overwhelming blessing in terms of food and material prosperity

Picture great abundance

Throw open floodgates of heaven

Gen 7:11-12
How much water came down – flooded whole earth

That is how much blessings come down from heaven

Why were they holding back their tithes and offerings?
· Times were hard

· Times were tough 

· Crops patchy

· Rain inconsistent

· Pests and locusts and disease affecting the fields

· Better save that money

· Keep it for myself

· Hide it away

· Rather pay my tithes

God says put me to the test – pay what you owe

See if I will not reward you floodgates of abundance

· So great – outside your borders

· Other nations – call you Blessed 

· Delightful land

application
how are we to understand this passage today?

How are we to understand this passage as Christians not Jews living in Israel?

Do all the demands and promises of the passage apply to us today?

Yes and No.

No – no floodgates of blessing today in same material way
No it does not apply to us today that if we give our money to God that God will open the floodgates of blessing to us.

God will not bless you materially just because you give – 
· we do not live in the promised land

· Do not live as God’s people in God’s land

· In OT - obedience reflected in God’s material blessing of rain and fertility and crops based on God’s people living in God’s land
Joshua 1:6-8
LCD – Israel before Jesus – Jews were God’s people

Singapore after Jesus – all peoples are God’s people

In NT – our treasure is no longer seen materially in this world

Material things 

Spiritual in nature

Jesus says – store up treasures for yourself in heaven

Matt 6:16-21

Reward is not an earthly reward – heavenly reward

Illustration: Not prosperity gospel – give $100 – give me back $10,000

Went a church which said – 
give us your money

Better return than bank

Meant it materially

Met woman – tears in eyes told me how much money given to prosperity church

Never got floodgates of blessings from heaven
Does not apply today – promises that God makes in this passage – does not apply to us today material way only spiritual way

2) Not give 10%
Not giving tithes – tithes in mosaic law

In NT – no where says we must give our 10% to God

Our state tax system upkeep parks and mrt and expressway – not upkeep temple and temple system

Just as we are no longer God’s people living in God’s land – don’t pay temple tax

NT – still says that we must give money

Principle is not 10% 

But to give generously

1 Cor 9:6-8 give cheerfully and generously

greater than OT command 

OT – upper limit of 10%

NT – upper limit of 100%

Generously 

Not under compulsion
Application – 
Give more or less depending on different times and circumstances of your life

Illustration:  church – told members - Borrow money for your flat– must still give 10% of that – great shortage in finances

not what bible teaching – 10% like in OT
not to give great need or debt

give more in times when you have more

NT – give as you feel that God is calling you to give out of your circumstances

not 10% at all times - times give more much more than 10%, times you cannot give anything at all 

2) same – we should give for ministry
No longer any priests and temples
God’s people still called to support God’s ministers and ministries

Not to rob God by not providing for his servants in this way

Other tribes support tribe of Levi = minister to it

Congregation members support – minister to minister to it

Difficult for me to talk about it – talking about myself
Let Bible speak for itself

Support does who labor among you

1 Cor 9:7-11
Illustration:  
· pastor – no longer employed in another church – withdraw offer to pay you at this rate - pay you less

· church with more than one full time worker - Do not wish to ordain more than one ministers – once ordained – pay them on a different pay scale

· classmate of mine – no longer in ministry – asked to stay in flat provided by his church - his wife cried when she saw such a bad condition 

· Paul Barker – gave him a lift – so many needs for Christians want to go to theological college yet can’t afford to because come from poor churches in poor countries – yet he frequently meets Christians live in plenty and indulgence

robbing God – not poor churches, rich churches with rich people – unwilling to give generously for God’s ministry and ministers

How do you use your money?

Generously for God’s ministry 

Illustration: Duke of wellington – biographer of duke of wellington 

Won the battle of waterloo over nepolean

Found his cheque stubs

And said 

When I saw how he spent his money – I knew the man

· God looks at your cheque book – what sort of person will he see
· Look at your bank statement – what sort of person are you

Generous towards God

Robbing God

Luke 12:16-21
Demanded – used for a return of a loan

Lend something to you and ask back

Shirt and ask for it back

· Our lives

· Our things

· Our money’s 

Not ours but God

We only stewards of it

On loan

God wants to see how we use it

Rich towards God – rob God
Hoard it for ourselves – give it for ministry
2)  speaking harsh things and wearying God with their words

2 parts - 
· 2:17 - 3:5 Topic of speaking wearied words against the LORD 

· 3:13 - 3:18  Topic of speaking harsh things against the LORD 

Spoken by the same people

Parallel one another

LCD
Read 2:17

Read 3:13-15
Who is saying these things?

Now I have read 2 commentaries – 
· one basic and one advanced commentary

· I have heard 6 sermons

Can’t agree who these people are

They agree that it is the voice of God’s people – Israelite exiles in Judah

But are they

· Sincere but struggling believers – in church – trying their best – have secret doubts – may not say it – in their hearts
· Insincere believers - Outwardly going through the motions – deep inside given up on God – lukewarm Christian 

· Reject God completely – totally rejected God and believes and lives out what they are saying
Not clear
Thought about it

Prayed about it

My position – speaks to all 3 groups of people

Spoken as a warning

Do you speak like this?

Do we think like this?

What are they saying exactly?  
2 things
1) 2:17 Where is the God of justice?

2:17 all who do evil are good in the eyes of the Lord and he is pleased with them

3:15 But now we call the arrogant blessed.  Certainly the evildoers prosper, and even those who challenge God escape.

God doesn’t seem to bring judgment on the evil doer

Illustration:  MRT and child – bishan interchange – know how crowded it is
Cut queue

Went to front of doors

Rugby charge his way through

Lie down on 3 seats

Ran up and down the carriage

Bu yeoh

Dah ne – hit you

Ting wor 
Where is God of justice? Like the mother  

· He is what one pastor called the soft touch God
· Threatens but never carry out

· NATO – no action talk only - Nothing happens

Even worse

disturbed evil doers seem to get along very well 

Seem to get away with their evil

Crime pays

people do bad – seem happy and blessed and at peace

recognise evil doers – classmates, neighbour, relative, news – rock star or sportsmen

Even come to envy them

V15 call the arrogant blessed 

lucky ones

Prosper

Application –

Ever felt like that? 

Maybe you feel like that 

· Friends like that

· Relatives

· colleagues

· Rock stars or sportsmen – fame and money and women in newspaper

I wish I could be like that

Found that 

· faithfulness to God put you at a disadvantage

· Not caring about God gives you the edge

· Wanting to obey and serve him - Handicap not blessing in life

Envy them

Become like them

Missing out on pleasurable things by things God seriously

All God about curbing your freedom to enjoy life 

Psalm 73:2-12
1) 3:5 you have said: ‘it is futile to serve God.  What did we gain by carrying out his requirements and going about like mourners before the LORD Almighty?’
· Serving God – doing the things of God

· obeying the requirements of God’s commandments
· Going about like mourners – repentance and turning away from sin

Those days – mourning for sin or repenting – go about in sackcloth and mourn

That was futile - in vain – worthless, waste of time

answer – nothing, zero, zilch

Not getting me anywhere

Application: - 

Wonder whether it was serving God – isn’t futile and pointless and empty to serve God

Christian people for quite a few years – stage of life older 

Are you finding it has been worth it to serve God

· Youth group – older – don’t see the need to serve anymore
· Bible study leader – older – no point in it – have a rest and a cup of tea and enjoy life – let other people do that
· Ushering, morning tea, moving chairs – what good does it do me?
Meaningless – ever feel like that
Carried out his requirements – anything to be gained
Profit

· Praying but still sick

· Meeting regularly but not finding good friends

· Godly life not yet found a marriage partner

· Resisting temptation but won’t go away

What gain is there in carrying out God’s requirements?

What profit

What is the use

Repenting of sin – come to wonder – anything to be gained by that
Turned away from some sin – said no

Set out on a new path

Ask God to help you

· Things haven’t got any better 

· Things gotten worse

· Is it worth the pain

Instead of turning away from your sins – just give in to sin
Life so much more pleasurable and don’t have to worry about a guilty conscience

· Do you relate to this picture?
· Could this be me

· People in view – like you and me

Might not actually say it

Think it but not say it

God hears even our silent thoughts

Very important 

If this is you

Must repent

must turn away from such thinking
· they are absolutely wrong

· no basis for it
· devil deceiving you

1) When we ask = Where is God of justice? Why do evil and arrogant blessed?
Seen from the timeline of now
God does not work on the timeline of now

· People think that God is the God of the zap 

· Cartoon – someone does something wrong and God zaps the person

· God doesn’t work like that 

Day of judgment coming when evil and evil doers and arrogant will be judged

Read 3:1-5
God affirms the fact and certainty of his coming

3:1 called the Messenger of the covenant – dispenser of the covenant

Covenant God had made with his people – 
· promises and judgment

· blessings and curses

· approval and wrath
people say they are seeking God

desiring God

· thinking promises

· blessings

· approval

whom you are seeking

whom you desire

think that God is going to bless them

blessings 

approval

· doing the religious thing

· sacrifice some animals

· or Jews think they automatically blessed by God

how wrong they are

· God come to bring judgment 
· He will be like a refiners fire – fire used to purify metals – all unclean elements removed

· He will be like a launder’s soap – dirt and stains removed from the white cloth

Refine and purify the priests

Refine and purify the people

Until left with pure people – people who will bring offerings in righteousness

Worthy manner

Who will be refined away

Metal purified out 

Dirt and stains washed out

2:17 all those who do evil in eyes of God

3:14 al those who are arrogant

All those who are evildoers

On that day – they will see the God of justice

They will not escape God’s judgment

2:17 Where is God of justice?

He will be there for all to see on day of judgment

Dangerous say harsh and wearisome things about God – absolutely wrong in light of day of judgment

Even worse – you will be judged by God for your attitude
Read 3:5 

Ties in with 3:16

Read 3:16
What do the ones who fear God do?

Talk to each other

Talk with each other

What would they say?

· Don’t talk harshly to God – fear God

· Don’t believe what others saying

· Don’t lose faith

People who fear God honor his name – say harsh things or arrogant or hard things or wearisome things against God

Talked encouraging each other – 

· keep serving

· keeping requirements

· mourn and repenting for sins

Notice one very very important thing

These people who fear God and talk with each other different from 

· those that speak wearily against God

· speak harshly against God

· say hard things against God

Serious charge = God saying – hard things against me

· They will be the ones who also face judgment

· They will be the ones refined

· They will be the ones purified out

Who are the ones who are left?

Who are the purified gold or silver?

Who are the washed clothed?

Ones that fear God
God listens and God hears what these God fearers say

He records their words

He records who they are

They will be my treasured possession

Authorised version – crown jewels

Personal treasure

Picture of special relationship with God

Privileged position with God

V17b

Answer to 3:14
What is the profit of serving God

What is the gain?

Waste of time

Will not be a waste of time in the last day of judgment

V18 distinction righteous and wicked

Those who serve God and those who do not

Conclusion

How is your spiritual stocktake?

Spiritual audit?

Are you right with God

Are you - 

· Fear God

· Honor God
· Talk with each other – lets keep serving God, lets keep being righteous, lets repent and mourn for our sins

· Generous towards God with your money 

Great passed your spiritual audit 

- Be God’s treasured possession

· Speak harshly about him 

· Speak wearying things about him

· Live like the arrogant and rebeling against him 
· are you robbing God
failed your spiritual audit
· refined and purified and discarded

· God coming in judgment

3:1 God is coming 

Commentary says – 

the fact of God’s coming

the certainty of God’s coming

The identity of the one coming 

Are there for all to see

God is a caring and loving God

Warns us that he is coming 

Because wants his people to change

To get ready for that day of judgment

God is not interested in surprise visit 

Illustration: Not like musical chairs – flick the switch when not ready

God wants us to repent

Repent of speaking harsh words against him

Repent of sins and evil and wickedness

Sends a messenger to prepare us before he comes

- messenger is coming

Mark gospel = the messenger has come

Mark 1:1-4
quotes malachi 3:1 in verse 2

Early warning system gone off

The messenger has come

Calling people to repent

God’s judgment day is coming

Get ready

Illustration:  Sign - speed camera coming up

Want you to slow down – not to get caught 

See warning – what do you do – check your speed

If you are speeding you slow down

If you are obeying speed limit – keep it there

But the last thing you do is to speed up

That would be really really stupid

We have been warned
Let us all be ready for God’s coming

· Keep fearing and honoring him

· Keep serving him
· Keep following his laws

· Keep repenting and mourning for sins
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